
 

Impatiens Downy Mildew 
Disease Threatens Impatiens 

THREAT 
Downy mildew is caused by the patho-
gen Plasmopara obducens 
 

 

HOSTS 
Infects only garden impatiens.  New 
Guinea impatiens and other plants  
are not affected. 
 

 

SYMPTOMS 
Yellowing of foliage and white fuzzy 
coating on undersurface of leaves. 
Eventual plant collapse. 
 

 

TREATMENT 
Infected plants will not recover.  Re-
move plants with symptoms, including 
roots. Do not compost.  Bag and dis-
card in trash. Replant with plants other 
than garden impatiens such as begon-
ia, New Guinea impatiens or coleus. 
 

We  d o  o u r  b e s t  t o  s u p p l y  y o u  w i t h  c l e a n  p l a n t  

m a t e r i a l  a n d  w a n t  y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t  i m p a t i e n s  

m a y  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g r o w  t h i s  y e a r.   I m p a t i e n s  

d o w n y  m i l d e w  i s  a  n e w  d i s e a s e  f o r  h o m e  g a r -

d e n e r s  i n  M a i n e .   I t  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n -

m e n t  a n d  k i l l s  i m p a t i e n s  p l a n t s .    

Photo Credit: Mary Ann Hansen, Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University,  www.bugwood.org  
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 
www.maine.gov/dacf/php/horticulture 


